
Growing Churches

A church that understands its context, 
actively engages with it and with those 
who might not currently go to church
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SCOREOut of ten, how do you rate your church at 

1) understanding your context? (e.g. your local area) 

2) actively engaging with it, especially with those who might not currently go to church? 

(where 1 is the weakest and 10 the strongest) 

The research showed that churches that have a good understanding of the 

area that they are serving, and who tailor their outreach to the needs and 

opportunities of their local area are more likely to be growing. It is important 

to be outward looking as a church and to actively engage with your local  

context. 

In some contexts, finding new ways to engage with people, for example 

through using social media, was found to be linked to growth.

Key facts from the research:
“The road to growth depends on the context and what works in one place 

may not work in another.”

  Churches that were running some particular types of community outreach 

activities, (such as debt counselling or night shelters for the homeless) were 

also more likely to be growing in numbers. 

 A third of churches surveyed said that they used Facebook or other social 

media on a regular basis. Of those that do, two thirds report growth versus 

half among those who don’t.

Here are some questions to help you start thinking and talking about your context and how 
you might connect with those who don’t go to church:

Describe the local area that your church serves. What groups of people live there and is the area 

changing in any ways?

How can we have a better understanding of our community so that we can engage with those 

around us and serve them? 

How well does our church reflect the variety of people who live in our community?

a) How do we currently engage with those who do not go to church in our community (those of 

Christian faith, another faith or none)?  b) Are we using the best ways to communicate and connect 

with people for our context (e.g. our website, social media, signs, flyers)? 

a) How is our church a blessing to our community?  b) How is our community a blessing to our 

church?

Could we consider starting a fresh expression of Church in our parish, or some other form of activity 

which reaches out to groups in our community which are as yet unreached?

Please add your own questions to this list

R
eview

So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the Gospel and healing people everywhere. Luke 9:6

        As we plan for mission 

and growth, we consider 

our population, culture, 

age-range and ethnicity, our 

geographical position, the 

economic profile of our area 

and networks and the needs 

of those around us.

We are always seeking 

relevant ways of attracting 

and including those who may 

seem, at the moment, hard to 

reach.
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C
ase Study

Much of Revd Sue Wicks’ first year as Vicar of St Elisabeth’s was spent finding 

out about Harraby’s context. “It’s about sussing out the area, and its needs and 

deciding where you’re going to put your efforts,” she says.

In this urban priority area, Sue saw a need to prioritise young families with babies 

and toddlers.  Named after a teddy bear called Betty (short for Elisabeth), 

the Betty Bear weekly baby and toddler group began in November 2003 and 

continues today.

As the very young children have grown up, a decision in 2012 to opt for church-

sponsored uniformed organisations – Beavers, Cubs and Scouts for boys and 

girls - was particularly appropriate for Harraby’s context.  Children and parents 

have welcomed the chance to get involved and Sue’s team runs the groups with 

a Christian ethos providing fun, friendship and Bible teaching while modelling 

this by example. 
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Act on the Plan        When does this need to be done?

Think of some ideas to help you understand your context better and some ways 
you might engage with people in your community. Discuss your ideas with others. 
Choose one to take forward.
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What do we need to do to take this forward?     Who’s going to do it?     Is there anything we need to help us do it?  
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